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How to Integrate Minority Narratives into National Memory?

The Alberto Benveniste Center for Sephardic Studies and Culture, based 
in the Religious Studies Department of the École Pratique des Hautes Études, 
Sorbonne, Paris, has been founded with the generous support of the Benveniste 
family. Amongst its aims are the encouragement of research and creative producti-
on related to the Judeo-Iberian world before and after the expulsion of the Jews 
from Spain in 1492 in the domains of language, culture, and history. The Center will 
offer, in association with the Religious Studies Department, the academic infra-
structure for such research, and can offer financial and other aid to students as well 
as to established researchers

The Center for Studies of Holocaust and Religious Minorities has two main 
fields of interest: the Holocaust and other genocides on the one hand and the 
conditions of religious minorities in modern societies on the other. Within these two 
fields of interest the Center will contribute with new research, education, activities, 
exhibitions and conferences. Moreover, it is the explicit aim to be a meeting-place 
for people who want to participate in the enduring controversy concerning all kinds 
of religious, racist and ethnic motivated repression. 

Cultural complexity in the new Norway is concerned with social and cultural 
dynamics in contemporary Norwegian society, with an empirical focus on minority–
majority relationships. It is based on a relational view of identity according to which 
groups and individuals define themselves, and are defined from outside, situatio-
nally through ongoing communication and social interaction, which in turn must 
be related analytically to contextual factors such as immigration policies, shifting 
labour markets and educational policies. Shifting contexts thus determine the social 
position and self-definition of particular groups and persons. This does not, of 
course, mean that cultural traits, traditions and collective patterns of action can be 
neglected, but that their significance for social integration/fragmentation depends 
on the wider context.
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Purpose:
What is a minority? Who defines a minority, on what basis, and in what respect is someone 
a minority? What and who determines how minorities are presented in history and in the 
story of modern societies? 
 Modern democracies must create political and social conditions that guarantee 
a common ground for both minorities and majority. Modern societies are faced with the conti-
nuous challenge of renegotiations of the concept and interrelation of minority and majority. 
 The recognition of the role of minorities in history as well as in modern society is 
important for the creation of such a common ground. This is the rationale for studying in 
depth, in comparison and in an inter-disciplinary way how the story and identity of minori-
ties might become a more integrated part of the common history, for instance in history and 
school books.
 Minorities are generally defined as a distinct group within a larger group’s zone 
of influence or power. A variety of distinction criteria exist, such as cultural, confessional, 
linguistic, ethnical and sexual. Making the distinction list longer, however, might not enable 
us to better apprehend the phenomenon as a whole. First of all, the concept of minority is 
itself a relative notion involving that the so-called majority group recognizes the minority, but 
also – and most importantly – that the minority regard themselves as being a group apart. It 
is therefore crucial to highlight “minority identities” to show how the category of “otherness” 
is constructed in the relationship with the “majority identities”. 
 Making definitions and distinctions that separates the minority from the majority 
seems to be essential, raising a number of important questions that need to be taken into 
consideration. The status of a minority is more than a product of the majority’s perception, 
as was noted by Sartre in 1946 in his major work Réflexion sur la question juive. Since the 
1980s, due to Cultural Studies, the subject has received increased attention. 
 The status of a minority is not directly linked to demographic realities. For instance, 
in South Africa during Apartheid, the group defined as a minority was, in fact, made up of 90 
percent of the total population. In colonial Algeria, despite their large numbers, the indiginous 
population considered themselves a minority. Finally, it might be important to emphasize that 
the relationship between the minority and the majority is not necessarily based on a conflict; 
there are cases of harmonious relationships between majorities and minorities.
 Focusing on the boundaries between minority and majority might allow us to 
evaluate the importance given to them as well as their factual existence. Certain ”commu-
nitarian” discourses emphasize the differences between minority and majority, neglecting 
their contacts and exchanges. Conversely, in particular in France, political discourses tend to 
reject the reality of the minority as an identity. This process, however, reinforces ”communi-
tarianism”.
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  Creating its own history constitutes a fundamental task for a minority when it co-
mes to constructing its identity. Far from being a marginal history, it provides new historical 
perspectives and methodologies to the understanding of the majority’s culture. For instance, 
studying the different memories of the colonized peoples would not only allow us to under-
stand their particular history, but could also bring new insights to our understanding of the 
colonizers and their imperialist past. 
 The demands of minority groups are often linked to the fact that their memory of 
suffering and degradation has been excluded from the collective memory of the majority. 
Responding to these feelings, France established “memory laws” in order to combat the ne-
gation of the Jewish and Armenian genocides, while recognizing slavery as a crime against 
humanity. However, it is not necessary to resort to legislation to integrate the memory of 
ill-treatment in the collective consciousness. On the contrary, including the minorities in the 
national history gives them a place in the collective memory avoiding all manipulations for 
political reasons. While memories tend to conflict, the scientific distance inherent in history 
as an academic discipline should give room in history for each minority, thereby enabling us 
to integrate them into the social landscape. 
 The symposium might be one step in producing schoolbooks and history books that 
aim to reintroduce the religious, ethnic and other minorities into the collective conscious-
ness. 
 The expansion of the European Union has highlighted the minority issue as well as 
collective memory and national history. France has introduced the history of the Shoah in 
school books, and will now also integrate the history of slavery. This example should be rele-
vant for Norway. Norway is now starting to re-examine the darker sides of its history with the 
opening of the Center in August 2006. However, it is not enough to elaborate on the history 
of the minorities exclusively through the persecution or genocide they have experienced. It is 
also important to give room for the various contributions they’ve brought to the civilization of 
which they are part. 
 On the one hand, the French model can serve as a basis for Norwegian historians, 
the legal profession and journalists. On the other hand, in recognizing its national minori-
ties the Norwegian example can be useful for French specialists, and it can help them to 
better understand realities in their research. These approaches, simultaneously convergent 
and divergent, will enable the young PhD-students and teachers, inside the framework of 
teamwork, to open up the debate on what kind of history we should write, before letting the 
memories take too much space in the landscape.
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15 May 2008
The Integration of Minority Narratives into National Histories

10.00-10.15 Odd-Bjørn Fure, Director, HL-senteret
Opening address

10.20-10.40 Claudia Lenz, Research Fellow, HL-senteret
“German Maids”. The Silenced Memories of the Sexualized other in 
Postwar-Norway

10.40-11.00 Irene Levin, Professor, Oslo University College
The Integration of the Narrative of Anti-Semitic Persecution. The Delayed 
Integration of the Jewish Community into the Norwegian National Narrative

11.00-11.�0 Debate
11.�0-11.50  Coffee break
11.50-12.10  Joël Kotek, Associate Professor, Université libre de Bruxelles

Transmitting the History of the Holocaust in a Universal Way?
12.10-12.�0  Debate

12.�0-14.00  Lunch

14.00-14.20  Françoise Vergès, Lecturer, Goldsmiths College – London University
France and the Issue of Slavery

14.20-14.40 Margrete Søvik, Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Higher 
Education (SIU)
Shaping a German Muslim identity: The debate on Islamic instruction in 
German state schools

14.40-15.20 Debate

15.20-15.40  Coffee break

15.40-16.00  Sandrine Lemaire, Professeur agrégée in history.
Narratives of French Colonization

16.00-16.20 Vincent Geisser, Research Fellow, IREMAM/CNRS – Aix-en-Provence.
Islam between Minority Narratives and Majority Narratives

16.20-17.00 Debate 
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16 May 2008

Studying Minorities
Workshops, Translation aid for all workshops: Glenda Gambus (ATER, EPHE)

10.00-12.00 Rethinking the Concept of Minority. France, Scandinavia, Anglo-
Saxon Countries… Irreconciliable Approaches?

Moderators : 
Alexa Døving, Research Fellow, HL-senteret
Vincent Geisser, Research Fellow, IREMAM/CNRS – Aix-en-Provence
Odd-Bjørn Fure, Director, HL-senteret

Participants: 
Gaëlle le Dref, PhD Student, University Strasbourg II – Marc Bloch 

The Evolutionist Notion of Minorities : an Ideological Construction
Andrea Brazzoduro, PhD Student, University Paris X – Nanterre & Roma – La Sapienza

Decolonizing Historical Thought. Pour une histoire mineure.
Knut Kjeldstadli, Professor in history, University of Oslo

What is a National Minority?
Sylvain Ferez, Post Doc Researcher, ATER, University Antilles-Guyane

What is a Sexual Minority?

12.�0-14.00  Lunch
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16 May 2008

Studying Minorities
Workshops, Translation aid for all workshops: Glenda Gambus (ATER, EPHE)

14.00-16.00  Reframing History at School

Moderators : 
Esther Benbassa, Professor, EPHE, Sorbonne – Director, EA 4117 / Centre Alberto 
Benveniste
Claudia Lenz, Research Fellow, HL-senteret
Sandrine Lemaire, Professeur agrégée in History

Participants: 
Nicolas Schwaller, PhD Student, EPHE – HL-senteret

Vichy and the Holocaust in French Schools History Textbooks
Sébastien Ledoux, PhD Student, EPHE

Slavery in French Schools History Textbooks
Kawthar Guediri & Samuel Ghiles Meilhac, PhD Students, EPHE

Teaching the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict at School
Åse Røthing, Researcher, CulCom, University of Oslo

Constructions of Non-Heterosexuals as Acceptable others in Norwegian 
Classrooms

Øyvind Hvenekilde Seim, Historian 
Including the Narrative of the Serbian Minority in Croatia into Croatian History 
Books

Stine Helena Svendsen, Research assistant, CulCom, University of Oslo
Images of Karachi, Tøyen and Norway – National Memory and Place in Middle 
School Textbook Representations of the Multicultural Norway

16.00-16.�0 Coffee break
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16 May 2008

Studying Minorities
Translation aid for all workshops: Glenda Gambus (ATER, EPHE)

16.30-18.30  Crossing Histories: Majority and Minorities. A Contemporary 
Challenge?

Moderators: 
Jean-Christophe Attias, Professor, EPHE, Sorbonne
Joël Kotek, Associate Professor, Université libre de Bruxelles

Participants: 
Rachid Id Yassine, PhD Student, EHESS

Western-Islamic Culture Productions and the Question of Cultural Mobility
Stéphanie Laithier and Vincent Vilmain, Professeurs agrégés –PhD Students, EPHE

Some Conclusions of the Paris Conference “Is the History of Minorities a Marginal 
History?”

Lene Auestad, PhD Student, University of Oslo
Reflective Stories – Narratives, Idealization and Acceptance

Sindre Bangstad, Social Anthropologist
The History that Hurts and the History that Soothes: Commemorating South African 
Muslims’ Participation in the Anti-Apartheid Struggle c. 1948-1990

Elisabeth Eide, Researcher, CulCom, University of Oslo
Out of the Immigrant Closet: Complex identities and Media Experiences

Cicilie Fagerlid, PhD Student, University of Oslo
The Concept of Minority and Inclusion in National Memory in France and Britain

Judith Scheer, Austrian Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology, Vienna, 
Austria

The likelihood of national diversity through national minority protection in Norway: 
Jewish Norwegians – Norwegian Jews 

Elisabetta Cassina Wolff, Research Fellow, University of Oslo
From Majority to Minority: the Shaping of a New Fascist Identity in Post-War Italy
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Jean-Christophe ATTIAS is a Professor of medieval Jewish thought at the École 
Pratique des Hautes Études (Sorbonne, Paris), and one of the initiators of “Le Pari(s) 
du Vivre-Ensemble”. Winner of the Françoise Seligmann Award against Racism (2007). 
Among his most recent publications: The Jews and their Future. A Conversation on 
Jewish Identities, London, Zed Books, 2004 (with E. Benbassa); The Jew and the 
Other, Ithaca, Cornell University Press, 2004 (with E. Benbassa);  Petite histoire du 
judaïsme, Paris, Librio, 2007 (with E. Benbassa); Des cultures et des dieux. Repères 
pour une transmission du fait religieux, Paris, Fayard, 2007 (ed., with E. Benbassa). 

Sindre BANGSTAD, a Norwegian social anthropologist, holds a cand. polit degree 
from the Department of Social Anthropology at the University of Bergen in Norway 
(2002), and a PhD from Radboud University in the Netherlands (2007). In the period 
2003 to 2007, he was affiliated with the International Institute for the Study of Islam in 
the Modern World (ISIM), in Leiden, The Netherlands as a PhD Fellow. His research 
focuses on questions pertaining to secularization and re-Islamization among Muslims 
in Cape Town, South Africa. His dissertation, Global Flows, Local Appropriations: 
Secularization and Re-Islamisation Among Contemporary Cape Muslims was published 
by Amsterdam University Press in 2007. He has published in Journal of Southern 
African Studies (2005), Islam and Muslim-Christian Relations (2004) and Journal of 
Religion in Africa (2004), and the ISIM Review (2002 and 2007). 

Esther BENBASSA is a Professor of modern Jewish history at the École Pratique 
des Hautes Études (Sorbonne, Paris), director of the Center for European and 
Mediterranean Jewish Cultures and of the Centre Alberto Benveniste for Sephardic 
Studies and Culture, and one of the initiators of “Le Pari(s) du Vivre-Ensemble”. Winner 
of the Françoise Seligmann Award against Racism (2007) . Among her most recent 
publications: The Jews and their Future. A Conversation on Jewish Identities, London, 
Zed Books, 2004 (with J.-C. Attias); The Jew and the Other, Ithaca, Cornell University 
Press, 2004 (with J.-C. Attias); La Souffrance comme identité, Paris, Fayard, 2007; Des 
cultures et des dieux. Repères pour une transmission du fait religieux, Paris, Fayard, 
2007 (ed., with J.-C. Attias). 

Andrea BRAZZODURO is a PhD student in history at Sapienza University of Rome 
and at University of Paris X. His dissertation centers on the Algerian war, especially 
focusing on French veterans and their memory of the extreme violence perpetrated 
against civilians in South-East Algeria (Aurès-Nementchas). His research interests 
include history of colonialism, anthropology of war violence, history of memory and 
Postcolonial theory. He is a member of the editorial board of the Italian historical review 
Zapruder. Rivista di storia della conflittualità sociale.

Cora Alexa DØVING is a researcher at the Center for Studies of Holocaust and 
Religious Minorities, in the field of minority studies. Her PhD from the University in 
Oslo studies the Pakistani migration process in Norway, a theme she has worked with 
also in later research projects. Her latest work is an analysis of similarities between 
the negative stereotypes representing minority groups associated with societal change 
and fear. She is now working with a study on the conditions for religious pluralism in 
Norway. The project focuses on religious practices in the context of migration and
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globalization and in the context of an increasing politicalisation of religion. Her area 
of interest covers subjects such as multiculturalism, migration processes, religion and 
change and Islam in Norway.

Cicilie FAGERLID is a PhD fellow at the strategic research program Cultural 
Complexity in the New Norway at the University of Oslo. With a background from 
social anthropology, she is working on issues of belonging, changing national imagined 
communities and social integration in the postcolonial metropolises Paris and London. 
Her current research project is titled “Society in the Making: Postcolonial Paris and the 
slam poetry scene” and is based on long-term fieldwork in cosmopolitan East Paris. 
Her previous project focused on second generation British South Asians and changing 
notions of Britishness.

Sylvain FEREZ is Doctor of Montpellier I University. In his PhD work he studied the 
evolution of the teachers specialized in artistic/expressive activities among those 
teaching physical education since the sixties. From 2004 on, he focused on the gay 
and lesbian movement. The study of this movement, realized within two years of 
post-doctorate at the sociology and anthropology department of the University of 
Amsterdam, continued in 2006-2007 as member of the research group “Sports, politics 
and social transformations” (Paris XI-South). Actually employed at the University 
of the French West Indies, he wrote three books: Mensonge et vérité des corps en 
mouvement (2005), Le Corps déstabilisé (2007) and Le Corps homosexuel en-jeu. 
Sociologie du sport gay et lesbien (2007).

Odd-Bjørn FURE, Professor in history and director of the Center for Studies of 
Holocaust and Religious Minorities, main editor of Historisk Tidsskrift (2002 - 2005), 
head of arrangement committee for the 7th Congress for International Society for the 
Study of European Ideas 2000. Among his publications are “Irving-prosessen: historie, 
juss og erindring” in Samtiden 2/2002; “Tilintetgjørelsen av de europeiske jødene” 
in Nytt norsk tidsskrift 2/2002; “Nationale Habitusentwicklungen in Deutschland und 
Norwegen im Vergleich”, in Heiko Uecker (ed.), Deutsch-Norwegische Kontraste. 
Spiegelungen europäischer Mentalitätsgeschichte, 2001. Norsk utenrikspolitikks 
historie. Vol. 3, mellomkrigstid, 1920-1940, ( Oslo, Universitetsforlaget 1996). In the 
period 2002 – 2006 Fure was main architect and responsible for the development of the 
conceptual and theoretical framework for HL-senteret’s permanent exhibition. Fure is a 
member of The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters.

Glenda GAMBUS is a PhD candidate in Jewish history at the Ecole Pratique 
des Hautes Etudes (EPHE) where she also serves as an Attachée temporaire 
d’enseignement et de recherche (ATER). She is currently conducting her doctoral 
researches under the supervision of Professor Esther Benbassa. She holds an MA 
in early modern history from Sorbonne University (Paris IV). Her research interests 
include Western Sephardi Jewry, gender relations and migration in the early modern 
ages. She has recently published ” L’histoire des femmes, une histoire marginale? ” 
in Stéphanie Laithier and Vincent Vilmain (eds), L’histoire des minorités est-elle une 
histoire marginale ?, Paris, PUPS, 2008, p. 133 - 146 ; ” Philanthropie marchande et 
condition féminine au XVIIe siècle dans la communauté sépharade d’Amsterdam ”, 
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Diasporas. Histoire et sociétés (11), Toulouse, Presses universitaires du Mirail, 2007, 
p. 13-24; ”La Gazeta de Amsterdam (1675 - 1699). Vecteur de modernité pour les 
marchands juifs au XVIIe siècle”, Cahiers Alberto Benveniste (2), Paris, Le manuscrit, 
2007, p. 101 - 120. 

Vincent GEISSER, researcher in political science and sociology at Research Institute on 
the Arabic and Moslem World (IREMAM) and Professor at the Institute of Political Studies 
of Aix-en-Provence. President of the Center of Information and Studies on the International 
Migrations (CIEMI, Paris). Author of some fifty articles and papers on the following 
subjects: ethnicity, Muslim immigration in France, Muslim associations and movements 
in Europe, immigration of the students (Europe- Arab and Muslim world), Islamophobia in 
Europe, Tunisian political system and political sociology of contemporary Tunisia. Books 
published: Marianne et Allah. Les politiques français face à la ”question musulmane”, Paris, 
La Découverte, 2007. La Nouvelle Islamophobie, La Découverte, 200�). Le syndrome 
autoritaire. Politique en Tunisie de Bourguiba à Ben Ali (with Michel Camau, Presses de 
sciences Po, 200�), Habib Bourguiba. La trace et l’héritage (with M. Camau, Karthala, 
2004). Diplômés maghrébins d’ici et d’ailleurs, CNRS-Editions, Paris, 2000. Ethnicité 
républicaine (Presses de sciences Po, 1997).

Kawthar GUEDIRI is a PhD candidate in History at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Études 
where she is working under the supervision of Esther Benbassa. Before studying history, 
Kawthar turned towards languages and sociology and she holds a Master’s degree in 
sociology anthropology and a Maîtrise in languages. After having considered the history of 
Bi-Nationalism in Palestine from 1925 to the partition plan in 1947 through the trajectories 
of Zionist Jewish intellectuals within Brith Shalom and the Ihud associations, she decided 
to concentrate on the history of Bi-nationalism in Palestine and Israel both on the Arab and 
Jewish side from the 1940’s to the present day. Her research leads her to focus on the 
Jewish and Palestinian national movements and on the programs of the political groups and 
parties that developed in the region.

Rachid ID YASSINE, a graduate in social sciences of religions, is a PhD Student in 
Sociology at EHESS edited by Nilüfer Göle. Senior tutorials in sociology at the University 
of Perpignan Via Domitia, he is also a consultant for the Open Society Institute Europe. His 
work focuses on the events and processes identity mobilizing and articulating the social, 
cultural and religious. He studied especially the case of Muslims in French Catalonia. He 
has participated in various academic events, including the drafting in 2005 of a three-year 
research report on “the school and the difference”, the result of an agreement between 
the Department of Sociology at the University of Perpignan and Inspection Academic of 
Pyrenees-Orientales. He recently published: ”Contemporary Socio-History of Muslims in 
Western Societies : Plural and Common Memories, Borders and Identities ”, in Stéphanie 
Laithier and Vincent Vilmain (eds.), Is the History of Minorities a Marginal History?, Paris, 
Presses Universitaires de Paris Sorbonne (PUPS), January 2008, p. 241-252.

Claudia LENZ is political scientist and senior researcher at the Center for Studies of 
Holocaust and Religious Minorities. As a Marie Curie fellow she is responsible for the 
research project “Reflective Historical Consciousness in Norway and Germany”. The 
project investigates the consequences of changing historical cultures for didactics 
of history, especially in intercultural settings. Her general research and publication 
activities cover the field of historical consciousness, history cultures and politics of 
history about WW.II. She has also published on the intergenerational changes of 
historical consciousness and gendered aspects of memory. Claudia Lenz works as a
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scientific adviser for the University of Luxembourg and the memorial of Neuengamme, 
Germany. 

Samuel Ghiles MEILHAC is conducting a PhD in history under the direction of Esther 
Benbassa on the Representative Council of Jewish Institutions in France (the CRIF). 
He studied history, international relations and political science in France and in the 
United States. Among his main fields of interest, he works on contemporary Jewish 
history, Israel’s history and relations between France and Israel. He recently published 
a book based on his research on the left wing newspaper Le Monde Diplomatique and 
Israel. 

Knut KJELDSTADLI is a Professor of modern history at the University of Oslo. His 
main focus rests on modern social and cultural history, methods and theory, history of 
migration and the history on collective movements. He has been co-editor of the 12-
volume edition of the History of Norway. He has been the coordinator of the project 
“Norwegian immigration history”, resulting in three volumes. He is author of books 
on industrial history, labor history, urban history, Norwegian history, the history of 
immigration and historical theory and method, the last mentioned also translated into 
Danish, Swedish and Serbo-Croatian.

Stéphanie LAITHIER is Agrégée in history and teacher-researcher (PRAG) at the 
Center for Modern and Contemporary Jewish History of EPHE and at the Alberto 
Benveniste Center for Sephardic Culture and Studies. She is also a PhD candidate 
at EPHE and works on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the French daily newspaper 
Libération since 197�. More generally, her researches focus on contemporary history of 
the Middle-East, of Israel, on Zionism and on the press. She holds a master in history 
and a master in German language and civilisation, a B.A in Philosophy and is also 
graduated from the Jerusalem Hebrew University. In May 2006, she organised with 
Hélène Guillon the symposium “History and the Press” and in May 2007 with Vincent 
Vilmain the symposium “Is the History of Minorities a Marginal One?”, which took 
place at EPHE. She is also writer for the electronic library of the European Institute in 
Religious Sciences. She notably published L’histoire et la presse, Paris, Le Manuscrit, 
2007 (with Hélène Guillon) and L’histoire des minorités est-elle une histoire marginale 
?, Paris, PUPS, 2008 (with Vincent Vilmain).

Sébastien LEDOUX is a history and geography teacher and a research worker. He 
has worked for several years on the passing on of immigration memories, through 
projects led in schools, which gather parents and children. Thus, in 2005, he produced 
a documentary film entitled La vie avant la mienne (The life before mine), which was 
distributed by the CNC (French national film institute). Since 2006, he has been working 
to the INRP (French national centre for pedagogical research) on the way slavery is 
taught in France. This year, he is preparing a Master second year (preparatory research 
qualification) in the EPHE, about the ”Devoir de mémoire” in school. He has written also 
a book about teaching Créer l’espace enseignant-élèves. Pour construire un savoir 
(2008).
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Gaëlle LE DREF is working on a philosophy PhD thesis that draws on the history 
of ideas, epistemology, and phenomenology. Her work focuses on the origin, the 
development, and the enduring contemporaneity of evolutionism as a dominant 
ideology in the fields of philosophy and science. She postulates that this prevailing 
ideology is an attempt at bringing meaning to the frailty and suffering of human beings, 
and therefore to their finiteness. Her publications and conference speeches have so 
far included topics on eugenics, bio-politics, the notions of normality, and explored 
the various concepts used to define the human race. She is currently setting up a 
colloquium entitled “Ethics and Biotechnologies: A New Outcome for Life”, which will 
take place in Strasbourg on 9th, 10th, and 11th October 2008. 

Sandrine LEMAIRE, Agrégée and doctor in history from the European University 
Institute (Florence, Italy). Teacher in the Lycée Européen of Villers-Cotterêts (France) 
and author & co-author of books like, Zoos humains (2001); Culture coloniale (2003); 
Culture impériale (2004); La fracture coloniale. La société française au prisme de 
l’héritage colonial (2005); L’illusion coloniale (2006); Human Zoos. Science and 
Spectacle in the Age of Colonial Empires (2008); Culture coloniale en France. De 
la Révolution Française à nos jours (2008) & articles in school books like ”Histoire 
nationale & histoire coloniale: deux histoires parallèles dans l’enseignement scolaire ” 
in Culture post-coloniale, 1961-2006 (2006) .

Irene LEVIN is professor and dr. polit. at Oslo University College. Her research fields 
are in social sciences and on Holocaust and have published books and articles in boths 
areas. She is a board member of the Center for Studies of Holocaust and Religious 
Minorities (HL-Center). She made the texts about the Norwegian Jews for the exhibition 
at HL-senteret. During her two years of leave of absence, she had her work place at 
HL-senteret and worked mainly as a leader of HL-senteret’s publication committee.

Åse RØTHING, senior researcher at “Cultural complexity in the new Norway” 
(CULCOM, UiO), has her PhD in the field of sociology of religion and gender studies 
from 2002. Her post doctoral research focused on sexual education in Norwegian 
secondary schools. She investigated how heterosexuality is (re)produced as normative, 
desirable and how heterosexuality in numerous ways is being privileged over other 
sexual identities, while pointing out how these processes require and produce 
homosexuality as the marginalized as well as “acceptable” “other”. Røthing has recently 
started up a new research project at CULCOM. This project is based on classrooms 
observations and interviews and focuses on how “Norwegianness” in various ways is 
produced in Norwegian classrooms, in particular in teaching addressing issues related 
to gender and/or sexuality.

Judith SCHEER, MA Studies of philosophy, Judaic studies with a major in political 
science at the University of Vienna. As Erasmus student, accepted to the newly 
implemented Master programme at the Department of Political Sciences in Oslo. 
Master in 2005. Travelling through Cuba (2002), Iceland (200�), Belgium and Morocco 
(2004) and various European countries. Fluent in some of these languages. Worked 
with the Jewish community of Oslo. Publication of “the Norwegian Jewish national 
minority” at the Center for Studies of Holocaust and Religious Minorities. After returning
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to Austria in 2006, special program manager at the Advanced Post Graduate 
Management program (MBA) of the University of Economics. Invitation to FFOU, in 
Oslo, workshop on “Religious Minorities – rising cross-cultural of knowledge”. Since 
2007 employed at the department of human resources and public understanding of 
science and technology at the Austrian Federal Ministry of transport, innovation and 
technology and co-founder of “Gesher”, a young liberal party, elected to the board of 
the Jewish community in Vienna.

Nicolas SCHWALLER is graduated (MA) in geopolitics from University of Paris 
8. The themes of his pre-doctoral research focussed on the status of minorities in 
contemporary Iran (A geopolitical approach of Ethnicity in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran). Currently he is a PhD candidate at EPHE (Paris, Sorbonne, under the direction 
of Esther Benbassa) and at the University of Oslo (Department of Political Science). 
Nicolas Schwaller is also Research fellow and holder of a stipend at the Center for 
Studies of Holocaust and Religious Minorities. His PhD dissertation deals with the 
relation between the historicization of the Shoah in France and the mutations of the 
French Jewish identity (Memory and Identity. The Historiography of the Shoah and 
the Evolution of the Jewish Identity in France: Convergences and Divergences, 1945-
2006).

Øyvind Hvenekilde SEIM is a historian, Serbian/Croatian translator and interpreter 
and freelance political analyst for the Balkans and Eastern Europe in Norwegian and 
Danish newspapers. Seim finished his Norwegian cand. philol. degree with the paper: 
“The Emperor’s Best Men” - Serbian, Croatian and Hungarian nationalism and the 
processes of national integration in the Austrian Military Border in the second half of 
the 19th century, (University of Bergen 2002. Norwegian title translated) .Main fields of 
specialisation: Serbian, Croatian and Hungarian 19th century nationalism, the Krajina 
Serbs in Croatia, Habsburg history, Ottoman history, Polish/Upper Silesian industrial 
history, World War 2 in Eastern Europe, the civil wars in Yugoslavia, in Bosnia, 
Croatia and the Kosovo province in the 1990s, West Balkan post-war integration and 
reconciliation processes.

Stine Helena SVENDSEN, PhD student, Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology (NTNU), Department of Interdisciplinary Studies of Culture. She is currently 
at the outset of a PhD project on minority agency in a Norwegian school context, 
with particular attention to ethnic and sexual minorities. The project involves a further 
development of text book analyses of the 2006, 2007, and 2008 textbooks written for 
the 2006 national curriculum, a work that started while working on Åse Røthing’s project 
at CULCOM, UiO. She will share some preliminary analyses from these textbooks 
at the conference. She will also be conducting field work in schools as a part of her 
project. Her academic background is a MA in American cultural studies and gender 
studies.
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Françoise VERGÈS is Reader at the Center for Cultural Studies, Goldsmiths College, 
University of London, Director of the scientific and cultural program for the forthcoming 
museum and cultural center, Maison des civilizations et de l’unité réunionnaise, and 
president of the Comité pour la Mémoire de l’Esclavage, in application of the 2001 
law on slave trade and slavery. She has written extensively on vernacular practices 
of memories, on French republican colonialism, Frantz Fanon, Aimé Césaire and 
postcolonial museography. She worked with filmmakers and artists – Isaac Julien, 
Yinka Shonibare, Arnaud Ngatcha… – and was a project advisor for Documenta 11 in 
2002.  
Among her most recent publications are “Figures of a Superfluous Humanity,” 
Exhibition Jardin d’amour, Yinka Shonibare, Musée du Quai Branly, 2007. “L’oubli et 
le déni. Histoires et mémoires de l’esclavage dans l’outre-mer français”, Cultures Sud, 
“Retours sur la question coloniale”, juin 2007/165. La Mémoire enchaînée. Questions 
sur l’esclavage. Paris: Albin Michel, 2006. Françoise Seligman Award against Racism. 
La république coloniale: essai sur une utopie, with Pascal Blanchard and Nicolas 
Bancel. Paris: Albin Michel, 200�. Paris: Hachette Littérature, collection Pluriel, 2006. 
Nègre je suis, nègre je resterai. Entretiens avec Aimé Césaire. Paris: Albin Michel, 
2005. Catalog, Isaac Julien’s Exhibition “Phantom Creole”, Centre Pompidou, Paris, 
2005. Amarres. Creolisations India-océanes, with Carpanin Marimoutou. Paris: 
L’Harmattan, 2004. “Indiaoceanic Formations: Creolization Processes and Practices”, 
in Paula Krüger and Imke K. Meyer, eds. Transcultural Studies. Inderdisciplinarität 
trifft Transkulturalität. Bremen : Universitätsdruckerei, pp.1�1-1�6. “Les troubles 
de mémoire. Traite négrière, esclavage et écriture de l’histoire, “Cahiers d’études 
africaines, XLV (�-4), 179-180, 2005, pp.114�-1178. 

Vincent VILMAIN, who has passed the agrégation in history, is a researcher member 
of the Centre de recherche sur les cultures juives d’Europe et de Méditerranée at the 
École Pratique des Hautes Études (Paris-Sorbonne), where he is a PhD candidate 
under Esther Benbassa’s supervision. His recent work includes “Lire un journal non 
lu. Le cas de L’Écho Sioniste (1899-1905)” , in Hélène Guillon and Stéphanie Laithier, 
eds., L’Histoire et la presse (Paris: Le Manuscrit, 2007, Cahiers Alberto Benveniste); 
“Vers un nouveau franco-judaïsme. La création de l’Université Populaire Juive”, 
Archives Juives, 41/1 (2008). He has also co-edited, with Stéphanie Laithier, L’Histoire 
des minorités est-elle une histoire marginale? (Paris: PUPS, 2008, Cahiers Alberto 
Benveniste).

Elisabetta Cassina WOLFF (1969) has a university degree in political philosophy 
from the University of Turin, Italy. In Oslo since 1994, she worked as political analyst at 
the research institute Europa-programmet where she analysed Italian politics (foreign 
policy and internal affairs) and she wrote articles on the role of Italy in Europe and 
the European Union. She has also been teaching in Italian history both at University 
of Oslo and Bergen. After moving to the University of Oslo, she has during the last 
years worked with Italian fascist ideology, focusing on both left- and right-currents. She 
recently submitted a PhD thesis Starting from the end. Fascist Ideology in Post-War 
Italy (1945-1953)’ to the Faculty of Humanities. Among her publications: a book on the 
‘Latin’ Europe (foreign policies of France, Italy, Portugal and Spain) and several studies 
on the political developments in Italy after the end of the cold war and the disappearing 
of the Christian democrats from government.
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Practical information 
The conference is a cooperation between the Center for Studies of Holocaust and 
Religious Minorities, The Centre Alberto Benveniste at École Pratique des Hautes 
Études, University of Sorbonne and Cultural complexity in the new Norway at the 
University of Oslo
Location: Villa Grande, Huk Aveny 56, Bygdøy, Oslo. 
Dates: 15th and 16th of May 2008 
Registration for non-speakers by the 12th of May 2008 to  
maria.rosvoll@hlsenteret.no, (+47) 22 84 21 �0
In order to get to Villa Grande by public transportation, take bus no. �0, direction 
Bygdøy. Stop: Bygdøhus. 

Questions concerning the conference may be directed to 
Maria Rosvoll (francophone), maria.rosvoll@hlsenteret.no, (+47) 22 84 21 �0 or 
Erik Thorstensen (francophone), erik.thorstensen@hlsenteret.no, (+47) 22 84 21 25
www.hlsenteret.no


