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Wolfgang Wippermann 

"Anti-Semitism and Anti-Gypsyism in Comparison” 
The interactions between Jews and Sinti in pre-modern Europe were infrequent. 

However, this did not keep Jewish enemies of all brands from continually reproaching 
Jews for their essentially "Gypsy-like" behaviour.  To some extent this comparison was 
already extant in the seventeenth century when the legend emerged of the "eternal Jew" 
who was supposedly always on the move. Since the end of the eighteenth century 
discourse on Jews and Gypsies has progressively fallen under the influence of racism, 
leading to a radicalisation of the image of both peoples. 

In the increasingly violent and hysterical campaign against the "eastern Jewish 
danger" one finds the typical racist jargon, which was later used by the Nazis to justify the 
"Final Solution of the Jewish Question." For the German Sinti and Roma the situation was 
even more unfortunate. Many of them had already during the Weimar Republic been left to 
starve in camps, which like the deportation camps for the "Eastern Jews" were labelled 
"concentration camps". Such discrimination soon became law. It is important to point out 
that during the Weimar Republic Jews enjoyed full equality before law, while Sinti and 
Roma were discriminated against on racial grounds.  

This order had been reversed in the Third Reich, as Jews were the first to suffer 
discrimination and the loss of rights. Through 1942 all anti-Jewish laws and regulations 
had been applied also against "Gypsies". There is no doubt that Jews were handled 'like 
Gypsies', and vice versa. According to recent statistics, the murder of six million Jews is 
juxtaposed to the murder of 500,000 Sinti and Roma. Until today the history of Sinti and 
Roma in Germany—in contrast to that of the German Jews—is barely mentioned in 
German history books.  
 
Henriette Asseó 

West European Perspective on Persecution of Sinti & Roma 
The recognition of the Romani identity by international organisations since the fall 

of the Berlin Wall has prompted the emergence of a Romani public voice and the inclusion 
of Gypsies in Holocaust studies. There is a danger, however, that this sudden promotion 
following decades of silence may lead to a battle over the legal definition of the nature of 
the persecution, which is of a rather limited value.  

The new archival evidence has significantly broadened the historiography of the 
persecution of the Sinti and the Roma during the Second World War. The study of local 
history demonstrates the growth of intolerance towards the Sinti and Roma during the 
interwar period and the importance of local initiative in their subsequent internment. The 
interwar years saw the creation of a new system of surveillance and the construction of 
“Asociality” as a political category of exclusion. The Gypsies were one of the most heavily 
documented populations in Europe. The police surveillance extended to the whole families 
on a legal model first introduced in France and Italy. Since 1912, the regulations for 
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‘nomads’ had promoted a process of denationalisation of Gypsies, including families who 
had held French citizenship since long time. The so-called ‘nomad’ registers effectively 
foreshadowed those created by the Vichy regime for the Jews. Even though the 
establishment of separate surveillance agencies did not lead automatically to the 
radicalisation of the persecution policies, a new generation of bureaucrats, criminologists, 
social scientists, and policemen had received an opportunity to ‘put things right’ with the 
Gypsies. 
 
Martin Holler 

The Nazi Persecution of Soviet “Gypsies  
As far as the discussion on the comparability or incomparability of the Nazi 

genocide of Gypsies with the Holocaust is concerned, the situation in the German 
occupied territories of the Soviet Union during the Second World War plays a key role. At 
the same time, this very region, particularly the militarily administered part of Russia, 
remains the most understudied area with regard to the Nazi persecution of Gypsies. An 
analysis of German and Soviet documents offers new insight into the Nazi genocide of 
Gypsies in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. This makes us reconsider the 
relationship between the persecution of the Gypsies and the Jews.  

This paper attempts to fill in the gaps by pitching otherwise scarce German sources 
against the reports of the Soviet Extraordinary State Commission, which examined Nazi 
atrocities on the Soviet territories. The north-western part of Russia, which remained under 
the control of Army Group Nord, poses a challenge for scholars. At official level, the 
military administration differentiated between itinerant (travelling) Gypsies and sedentary, 
‘socially assimilated’ Gypsies. While the destiny of the latter remained a subject of 
discussion the former were suspected of ‘spying’ and therefore had to be treated ‘like 
Jews’. Some historians assume that this differentiation was fundamental for the entire 
military area under the German control, underplaying the racist aspect for persecution.  

A closer look at the 1941-1944 period reveals a completely different picture. 
Starting from spring 1942 the German SS and army units engaged in systematic mass 
murder of the Roma people in Leningrad, Pskov and Novgorod regions. Gypsies were 
persecuted regardless their age, gender or ‘way of living’. After months of investigation, 
which included questioning witnesses, collecting statistics and exhuming mass graves, the 
Soviet Extraordinary Commissions came to a conclusion that the ‘German-Fascist 
invaders intended to eradicate all Jews and Gypsies’ in that particular area.  
 
Elisabeth Eide 

From Discourses of Fear to Exoticism:  
Portrayal of Roma in the Norwegian Press 

This paper is based on analysis of material from seven Norwegian newspapers. 
The portrayal of the Roma people in Norway is largely framed by a strict Norwegian 
legislation against deviant groups, and a history of discrimination accompanied by a 
narrow notion of normalcy within the mainstream Norwegian society. The newspapers 
usually mention about the Roma in connection with crime or conflict situations. This 
negative imagery has changed somewhat in the second part of the 20th century, when the 
press started presenting the Roma as musicians contributing to the cultural diversity of 
Norway. 
   
Julie Chadbourne 



 

Second-class Minorities:  
The Continued Marginalization of RAE Communities in Kosovo 
 

For years, human rights organizations both within and outside of Kosovo have 
acknowledged that the RAE—Roma, Ashkaeli, and Egyptian—communities in Kosovo 
remain the most marginalized and discriminated against of communities in the territory. 
Research conducted by the Norwegian Helsinki Committee during June and July 2007 
confirms this conclusion. Field interviews with RAE representatives and individuals as well 
as with humanitarian and non-governmental organization and government representatives 
further suggest that in the current political context there is little chance of reversing this 
trend. 

Political will to address the needs of the RAE communities in Kosovo appears 
weak at best. The strong sentiment on the ground—among RAE and non-RAE 
interlocutors alike—is that if the RAE had only been Serbs their plight might well have 
been different. Instead, they sit in the crossfire between Albanians and Serbs.  

This paper highlights three key areas that contribute to the marginalization of these 
communities, namely the lack of civil and political representation and participation; high 
levels of unregistered individuals, preventing regular access to social assistance and 
inclusion in all spectrums of civil life; and an absence of education that stunts any potential 
for change. 
 
Ada Engebrigsten  

Romanian Roma: From Slavery to Renomadisation 
 This paper addresses the problem of Romanian-Roma relations in today’s 
Transylvania as a social configuration formed by historical processes. It also examines the 
latest wave of Roma migration to Western Europe, paying particular attention to the 
phenomenon of begging and street peddling.  
 
Julia Szalai 
“Cultural Diversity” or Institutional Discrimination? Challenges of  
Gender, Race and Poverty for Hungary’s the Post-Pommunist 
Welfare State 

Taking its departure from the fundamental claims of present-day struggles of Roma 
for recognition, this paper outlines the deep-rooted and lasting contentions that have 
accompanied the continuous reinterpretation of Roma identity in the post-communist 
Hungary. It argues that attempts at ethnicizing poverty and compartmentalizing anti-
poverty measures in welfare along cultural lines are reminiscent of denial of ethnic/cultural 
divisions under state-socialism. The socialist legacy has contributed to a situation when 
the sudden rediscovery of ethnicity has provided the psychological foundation and the 
political justification for rejection of policies of social integration by the Hungarian majority.  

One of the consequences of this policy of rejection are the rivalries that have 
emerged between the competing groups of the Roma and non-Roma poor. Another 
consequence is the women’s struggle to expanding welfare services and the attempts of 
the Roma to redefine their own position as welfare clients. The arising authoritarian 
tendencies to settle these and similar conflicts effectively perpetuate social disintegration. 
Looking at these tendencies from a viewpoint of social policy, this paper addresses the 
issues of unequal distribution and institutionalised forms of social exclusion. A political 
perspective underscores socio-economical factors pointing to the dilemma of 



 

democratisation in the conditions of post-communist transformation. Finally, the paper 
discusses the dangers of the institutionalised double standards adopted in the name of 
‘cultural diversity’.  
 
 
 
 

 

 


