
Minority Network workshop: 

NATIONAL IDENTITY, CITIZENSHIP AND MINORTY RIGHTS 

 
Time: December 1st 2017, 9 am – 12.30 pm 

Place: HL-senteret, Huk Aveny 56, Oslo 

 
Several countries in South-East Asia are experiencing conflicts, at least partially along ethnic and religious 

divides. These conflicts are often complex and multi-faceted. In some countries, the ethnic and religious majority 

is privileged in definitions of national identity. Demands for self-governance at the regional level may be based 

on ethnicity. Minorities at the national level are sometimes the majority regionally. This gives rise to questions 

concerning the relationship between regional and central authorities, and the rights of those in a minority 

situation in such regions. This workshop will address the complex relationship between national identity, 

citizenship and minority rights. More specifically, the following questions will be discussed: 

 

• What is the human rights basis of the rights of ethnic and religious minorities? 

• Are citizenship rights based on ethnicity or religious identity a tool or an obstacle in promoting inclusion of 

minorities and a common ground for national identity? 

• Can regional self-governance based on ethnicity provide basic rights and inclusion of the minorities within this 

region – the “minority within the minority”? 

 

Myanmar and Indonesia will be the main case of the discussions at this workshop, though opening also for a 

comparative perspective, including in particular other countries in South East Asia, such as Malaysia. The round 

table discussion includes scholars and NGO experts from Myanmar and Indonesia as well as Norwegian experts 

on the region and on models of citizenship, power-sharing and minority rights. A particular aim is to identify 

topics that need further analysis in developing models of minority protection relevant for the ongoing 

democratization and peace process in Myanmar, and identify topics for coming capacity-building workshops 

among NGO representatives and academic scholars involved in these processes. 

 

PROGRAM 
 

09.00 – 10.45: Opening session - Introductions 

- Presentation of the Minority Network 

- Introductions: 

“The human rights foundation of minority rights” Dr. Ingvill Plesner, Minority Network coordinator (HL) 

“Power-sharing and citizenship in Indonesia and Myanmar: Main challenges” Prof. Kristian Stokke (UiO).  

Seng Raw Lahpai (Metta Foundation, Myanmar) and Eric Hiariej (Universitas Gagjah Mada, Indonesia)  

“Buddhist constitutionalism and minority rights: The case of Myanmar” Dr. Iselin Frydenlund (MF) 

“Citizenship, power-sharing and majority/minority relations: Main models” Prof. Nils Butenshcøn (UiO) 

10.45 – 11.00: Coffee break 

 

11.00 – 12.30: Round table discussion on minority rights and models of regional self-governance 

What is the relevance of models and experiences from other states for ongoing democratization processes in 

Myanmar? What models and topics should be further explored in Myanmar? 

Moderator: Ingvill Plesner  

• Scholars from Indonesia and Myanmar, including also Sai Kyaw Nyunt, Mung Don, Zo Tum Hmung, Ne Lynn 

Aung, Seng Raw Lahpai , Eric Hiariej and Aviva Nababan, 

• Norwegian scholars: Ellen Stensrud (HL), Marte Nilsen (PRIO), Audun Aagre (Burma Committee), 

Tore Lindholm and Eivind Smith (UiO) 

12.30: Lunch 

 

After lunch, participants from Myanmar and Indonesia are offered a guided tour to the Viking ship museum. 

The participation at this workshop, including lunch, is free for all invited participants. 

The main aim of the workshop is capacity building for participants from Myanmar, and takes place on premises 

with limited capacity. It is also open for participants specialized on Myanmar and/or Indonesia upon invitation or 

request. Any questions regarding the workshop, or requests for participation, may be directed to researcher and 

Minority Network project manager Ingvill Plesner (i.t.plesner@hlsenteret.no). The workshop is organized with 

financial support by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


