
Two new research projects: on antisemitism in contemporary Norway and 
Jewish life and identity 
 
The Research Council of Norway has allocated two research projects within the SAMKUL program 
to the Center for Studies of the Holocaust and Religious Minorities. One project about antisemitism 
in Norway today, the other about Jewish life in 21st century Norway. The project funds are part of 
the follow-up to the government's action plan against antisemitism from 2016. 
 
SAMKUL is a research program aimed at contributing new knowledge about the cultural dimensions 
of current societal challenges, through the interpretation, understanding and explanation of the 
cultural conditions for today's society formation. 
 
1. SHIFTING BOUNDARIES. Definitions, Expressions and Consequences of Antisemitism in 
Contemporary Norway 
 
The research project 'SHIFTING BOUNDARIES. Definitions, Expressions and Consequences of 
Antisemitism in Contemporary Norway' aims to establish new empirical, methodological and 
theoretical insights into the manifestations, mechanisms and effects of anti-Jewish attitudes in 
Norway today. The entire project is informed by the hypothesis that while the open expression of 
antisemitic ideas has been banned in the public sphere of Western societies after the Holocaust, the 
phenomenon has not vanished but instead occurs in less visible ways, linked to semantics, broad 
discourses, and particular channels of communication. This is conceptualised as 'communicative 
latency'. Through three interconnected work packages, the project will focus on relevant arenas of 
public discourse and social interaction (new media, public debates and education).  
 
Based on a comprehensive set of quantitative data accompanied by a range of qualitative studies, 
the project sets out to explore the forms and manifestations of antisemitism in contemporary 
Norway, including the contexts in which these attitudes are expressed, regulated and transformed. In 
addition, the project will investigate how the concept of antisemitism is negotiated in the public 
sphere and in what ways the discourse about antisemitism has become a means of legitimising and 
delegitimising social and political actors and positions. The project will thereby provide well-founded 
knowledge about the prevalence and acceptance of antisemitic attitudes in contemporary Norway 
and, in particular, answer the overriding question of whether (and eventually in which 
ways) the boundaries of 'what can be said about Jews' have shifted in recent years.  
 
Findings from the project will constitute a point of reference and a resource for civil society and local 
and national authorities in Norway as well as internationally, to be used in work to counteract and 
prevent antisemitism, prejudice and discrimination at all levels in society. 
 
Project leader: Christhard Hoffmann 
 
 
2. Negotiating Jewish Identity - Jewish Life in 21st Century Norway 
 
This project aims to establish new empirical and theoretical knowledge on the cultural and social 
practices of Jewish life in Norway in the 21st century. 
It also explores how Jews articulate and negotiate their identities and the complexities of belonging 
to a minority in a multicultural society.  
 



The project builds on the theoretical assumption that 'Jewishness' - as any group identity - is always 
enlivened, reinterpreted and contested, both within the Jewish community and in relation to the 
Norwegian majority and other minorities. 
 
The project will also investigate how the conditions for being a Jew have been affected by societal 
and cultural changes in the last decades. More specifically, these changes relate to macro-level 
factors such as anti-Semitic incidents, increased migration and nationalism in Europe, Israeli politics 
and meso- or group-level factors like the role of Jewish institutions in a secularized and diverse 
Norway, divergent theological definitions of Jewish traditions as well as identity politics amongst 
Jews. The proposal highlights a contemporary approach to Jewish life, but the Holocaust is a 
powerful backdrop and the researchers will investigate on what terms the Holocaust is memorized, 
and to what extent this collective memory is a component of a Norwegian Jewish Identity. The 
specific Norwegian-Jewish history is also crucial for understanding how Norwegian-Jewish identities 
and culture have been and still are developed. 
 
The project is divided into two interconnected fields of inquiry, consisting of seven individual studies: 
first, the role of institutions surrounding Jewish life (organizations, cultural practices, rituals and 
collective memories), and secondly, being Jewish in a multicultural society (relational studies, 
individual experiences, anti-Semitism, mass-media). The project includes studies ranging from 
fieldwork, interviews to text-studies, discourse analysis and surveys on attitudes towards and 
between minorities. 
 
Project leader: Cora Alexa Døving 
 


